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(p. 380.) Stoke-Canon, The parishioners say that William,
Chaplain of this place, beareth himself honestly, and all is
well in spiritual things, as their understanding goeth (ut in-
telligunt\
(p. 388.)  Thorverton 1 .    [No report on spiritual matters;
(p- 3970   Upottery    \       considerable   dilapidations in
(p, 409.)   Winkleigh j         Churches, etc.]
29     RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
(a) "All is well in spiritual things, as their understanding goeth " is
a lifelike phrase which admits of further comment The following passage
from the autobiography of a most orthodox and hard-working visitor in
N. Germany, which is perhaps unique of its kind, throws a vivid light on
the patriarchal relations between clergy and people in a good parish. It
is translated from Johann Busch, Liber Reformationis Monasteriorum^
ed. Gnibe, p. 441. Busch found himself saddled with the archidiaconate
of Halle; at his first synod he found startling ignorances among the
clergy, but he inserts this episode as a counterpoise.
I asked one sidesman, a peasant-farmer, * Have all your
fellow-parishioners kept the commands of God and Holy
Church ?" He answered, " I know not to the contrary."
"And are all in your village faithful and good Christians,
keeping holy-days, not witches or suchlike folk?" He
answered, "Yes." Then said I, " If thou be a good Christian,
then say the Lord's Prayer and Ave Maria in German/'
Whereupon, in the hearing of all, he repeated them in good
German. Then said I, "Now repeat the Creed"; and he
repeated it fully and quite clearly in good German. So
I said to him, "You believe that God will judge the quick
and the dead, At that last judgment will all be dead, or all
alive?" " I know not," said he; "but this I know, that God
will then judge the quick and the dead."...Then I continued,
" You have said that you believe the resurrection of the flesh,
You seem to be forty or fifty years old. Your father, grand-
father, and great grandfather are dead, and so are aH that
have gone before them....If their graves were opened, fto^Mci^
would be found but perhaps a bit of a rib or of a slcoll tff of
some other bone; for all the rest is fallen to cfe^t Do yoa *
believe that all these dead folk...will get again 4he same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